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the old territorial governing class families with the Conservatives 
ended in December, 1918, and it is this era of the Liberal party with 
which Lord Morley is concerned in most of his political as distinct from 
his literary recollections. 

Furthermore, after Gladstone, no English statesman was more prom- 
inent in the movement for home rule than Lord Morley. He held 
only three cabinet offices. He was secretary for Ireland in the days 
of Gladstone; in the Liberal governments of the eight years that pre- 
ceded the war he was long secretary of state for India; and his last office 
was lord president of the council. Much of these two volumes is de- 
voted to Lord Morley 's service at the Irish and India offices; and all 
that the volumes carry concerning Ireland and India has, as has already 
been indicated, a new value in view of what would seem to be the 
epochal developments of the last two years in both these countries. 
In biographies, memoirs, letters, or recollections of English statesmen 
long in the front rank, it is natural to hope to find some revelations 
of the working of the political machinery at Whitehall and Westminster. 
The revelations in Lord Morley's book of this character show how late 
in the life of Queen Victoria, the queen sought to impose in some 
matters her will on the premier. They also afford new evidence of 
the queen's hostility to Gladstone. 

Edward Porritt. 

Hartford, Conn. 

English Leadership. English Readings in Modern History. An 
Essay, by J. N. Laened, with an Introduction by William 
Howabd Taft; The Geographic Factor in English History, 
by Donald E. Smith; English Contributions to Scientific 
Thought and the English Gift to World Literature, by Grace 
F. Caldwell. (Springfield, Mass. : C. A. Nichols Company. 
1918. Pp. vii, 400.) 

What may be described as the basis of English Leadership — a book 
to which, as will have been gleaned from the title, four writers con- 
tributed — is an essay written before the war by the late Mr. J. N. 
Lamed, presenting the claims of the English people to the gratitude 
of a democratic world. Mr. Larned, with whom the study of history 
had been almost a passion, realized that before everything else, the 
English have been conspicuously the leaders in the political civili- 
zation of the world. Every notable feature of difference between the 
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modern and the ancient organizations and institutions of government, 
as Mr. Larned viewed these differences, carried the stamp of English 
origin or English shaping into practical form. Popular government 
by representation, deputized democracy, constitutionalized author- 
ity — these are almost universal in the social order today, because, 
as Mr. Larned recalled and emphasized, Englishmen found the way 
to success, and showed the way to the rest of mankind. In an essay 
that extends to nearly a hundred and twenty pages, Mr. Larned 
discussed the question why the English people have been the people 
to achieve so much for themselves in political civilization, and inci- 
dentally to help other peoples to achieve so much in the same univer- 
sally important realm. He discussed why the English people, so far as 
their own political civilization is concerned, have achieved success, and 
how they came to lead all other present day peoples in the creation of 
beneficent political civilizations. 

Outside Germany, there can, in modern times, nowhere have been any 
disposition to question the lead of the English in the realm of polit- 
ical civilization. None the less Mr. Larned's essay — seemingly the 
last sustained piece of literary work that he did — is interesting, in- 
forming, and suggestive. It was well worth presentation in the per- 
manent form in which it ha.s been embodied; and equally worth the 
valuable introduction of thirty-two pages written by Mr. Taft. The 
introduction by ex-President Taft is a well-considered and admirably 
expressed eulogy of the contributions of the English-speaking peoples 
to the political civilizations of the world. It is in much the same spirit 
as his article on Great Britain and the self-governing British dominions 
■ — the article entitled "Great Britain's Bread upon the Waters" — 
which was published in the National Geographical Magazine, in March, 
1916; although in his introduction to Mr. Larned's essay, Mr. Taft 
covers much more ground. 

Edward Porritt. 

Hartford, Conn. 

America and Britain. By Andkew Cunningham McLaughlin, 
A.M., LL.D., F.R.Hist.S. (New York: E. P. Dutton and 
Company. 1918. Pp. 221.) 

This small volume of lectures is one of the by-products of the war. 
It is a book with a purpose; its character has been determined by its 
appeal. The lectures were intended for the general English public 



